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O BAAL.! 60 good 510 hear us: . no 
Voice nor Anſaver. 
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Pho ELIIARH mocked (Baal's Prieſts ) and ſaid, © Cry 


= aloud (with a great Voice) for he is a God (certaihly 
34 but ) either he is talking, ( or meditating ) or purſuing, 
9 er in a Tourney, or peradventure, be 3 5 and 895 
be awaked. 1 Kings xviii. 26, 27. 


ay : : . : ; 
— . acri 


I Fortius & melius magnas plerumque ſecat res. 
* Hor. L. I. Sat. o. 


LONDON: 
Printed for R. He T r, at the Bible and 
Crown 1 in the Poultry. Mpccxxxv. 


— 


rr 


TE nh fs 
e 
3 


1 
1 
9 
i 


All. xix. 26. 
—Sire! ye know that 4 this 
Craft we have our wealth. 


E need only transfer the b 
Scene of Action from Ephe- 

ſus to Rome, or to any ; 

othet City or Country, | 

where * Ambitious and 

Worldly Prieſts trample upon all the 
Rights of Truth, Reaſon and Conſcience, 
in order to prove theſe Two Points, t 


I. That Poper? is a craſh a Human 
„ 


1. That it is a Craft, a Trade invent- 
ed and managed with a ſole View 
ro get Wealth, Power _and Great- 
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(6) 
neſs; or, to exalt · Prieſts i into Lords 
over Mankind. | 


| Ano it is the Gainfulneſs of this 
Craft, which inſpires the Popiſh Prieſts 


with ſo furious a Zeal to maintain its 
Credit, and ſupport its Practiſe. 

I'T is equally true that all worldly 
Eſtabliſhments, and Anti-chriſtian Devices 


brought into Religion are Crafts, politi- 


cal Engines, for loading a ſet of Proud, 
Tyrannical, Worldly Clergy-men with the 
Wealth of the Lait). 


CoxsxcufNTUx, a Deliverance from 


ſuch a ſet of Men, is a very great 
and merciful Deliverance, and ought to 


be had in everlaſting Remembrance. 
T Ht whole may be reduced to this 


one Point, N amely. 6 
THaT Popery is a Human "Mx 
tion to befool, enſlave, and impoveriſh the 
Laity; and to magnify and enrich the 
Clergy. 
No wonder then, if the fir itual Tradeſ- 
men 
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men are very loth to give up their Gain- 


ful Craft. 


I sHALL Name a few of the Doctrine, 


and Practiſes of the Church of Rome, 
a ſhort View of which will ſhew the Truth 


of our Poſitions, and juſtify the Applica- 


tion of the Text to our preſent Purpoſe. 


For Inſtanee, 
1. WHAT can be ſaid for the uniyer= 


ſal Headſhip and Infallibility of the Pope? 


Why Szrs, ye know that by this Craft 


we get our Wealth. By virtue of this 


Doctrine we claim a Power over Kings, 


a Right to diſpoſe of Crowns and King- 


doms, and to Tax all Countries, as once 


we did England, till God opened their 
Eyes, and then our gainful Trade was at 
an End *. 

By Virtue of this Doctrine we 10 
in abundance of Money for Vacancies of 
Archbiſhopricks, Biſhopricks, Abbacies, 


83 * See in Fox's Acts and Monuments, Pe. 1. f. 369. 4 
Table of the Pope's unreaſonable Gatherings, Exactions 


and Oppreſſions in the Realm of England. | 
and 


— 


(8 1 —” 
and all ſpiritual Places: For retaining of 
Livings without Reſidence; for change of 
Incumbents; for Preventions of Benefices 
before they fall; for Reſignations, Com- 
mendams, Compoſitions, Diſpenſations, 
Bulls, giving the Pall, £9c. c. 

By Virtue of this Doctrine we bring 
all ſpiritual Cauſes into our own Courts, 


where they are managed at vaſt Expence 
to the Wo; and bring — Gain to 


the Clergy. 
Bu Virtue of this Doctrine, we per- 


ſuade People to believe and obey what- 
ever the Pope decreeth; and we are 


ſure that in all lis Decrees he will take 
Care of the Clergy. But, 

2. Ho w come you, Gentlemen Prieſts, 
to claim Freedom from ſecular Juriſdic- 
tion, and to pretend that Lay-TJaudges 
have no Authority over Churchmen? 
Why, by this Craft we have our Wealth; 


Hereby we Clergymen are fix*d in our 


Dependance on the Pope, who connives 


at all our Rogueries. In all Criminal 
Cauſes, 


e 


Cauſes, we are to be try'd by our ſpiri- 


tual Brethren, and Courts made up of 


our own Tribe will never hurt us: Be 
we ever ſuch Knaves, we hardly ever 


come to the Gallows, while Prieſts are 


our Judges. 


By this Doctrine, we not only fave 
our Necks, but we preſerve the Maſter- 


ſhip of our own Wealth; and hereby 
our ſpiritual Powers ſhine above thoſe | 


of Ten Princes. 


3. Way do vou Prieſt inſiſt * 
Auricular Confeſſion, and oblige all the 


Laity to tell all the ſecrets of their Life 


in private to you? Azxſ. By this Craft 


we get our Wealth. 
ALL our People fear diſobliging us, 
knowing what Tales we are able to tell 


againſt them. 
Bx this Art we fetch out all the ſos 
crets of Kings and Kingdoms, and keep 


the World in Awe, 


* . 


17 10] 
- W = get many a Bribe for ſecreſy, and 
have it any Time in our Power to re- 
venge our own Quarrel. 
BESIDES the\Permances we enjoin 
are a very gainful Part of our Trade, as 
we are able to ſell Commutations of Pen- 
nance at our own Price. 

T EIS leads us to Enquire, 

4 WHAT can be faid for Diſpenſa- 
tions and Indulgences to Sin for Time to 
come, and Pardons for Sins in Time paſt, 
which the Pope and the Prieſts pretend 
to beſtow? Why Sirs, ye know that by 


this Craft we have our Wealth. We get 
à world of Money by this Article of our 
Trade. 


THESE 2 coſt us very lit - 
tle, yet the deluded People buy them at 


great Rates. They will give round 


Sums for a Liberty to Sin, or to quit 
Scores with God and the Prieſt after ſin- 
ing. 

Wx know indeed, when a Man is con- 


demn'd by Go p, it 0 be a poor Com- 
fort 


E 


fort to him, that he hath the Pope's Par- 


don in his Pocket; but the Prieſtly Power 
of Abſolution is ſo well eſtabliſhed in 
our Church, that we think our Trade 
pretty Safe; we have ſo effectually hood- 
 wink'd the Laity that we hope they will 
not eaſily be undeceived. 

Bu r pray, Gentlemen, how can you 
defend 
5. THE Doctrine of Purgato2?, 4 


Place of future Torments, out of which 


Souls may be delivered by the Maſſes of 
Prieſts? Why Sirs All the World, ex- 
cept our own Slaves, know, that by this 
Craft we have our Wealth. 

Wo wou'd not give a good deal 


of Money, rather than lie many Years ig 


Torment ; eſpecially at a Time when he 
can keep his Money no longer, and give 
eth what is ſcarcely bis own ? 

CAN a Sinner make a better hand of 
his Wealth, than by giving it the Prieſts 
to be ſoon pray'd into Heaven? 


DB a '. xx 
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THIS is the moſt wonderful Trick in 
all our Craft, for purging the Pockets of 
the Laity. 

BESI DES, it procureth to us a vaſt 
Reverence, when People believe our 
Powers reach into the other World, and 


can affect them beyond Death. What 
will not People do to pleaſe Men who 


have the Keys of Heaven and Hell! 
MoxrxEoves, this Art we arc able 
to manage in the greateſt Perfection; as 
we are bred up in all the methods of 
Craft and Subtlety, we know how to 
treat every Conſtitution, to humour 
every Inclination, to apply to every 


Paſſion, and to ſuit our ſelves to e- 


very Seaſon. It is our conſtant Maxim 
to attend the Beds of Dying Sinners, and 
the more flaming their Vices have been, 


the better Hope we have of Succeſs: 


We take Advantage irom their Diſtem- 
pers, and their natural Fears, to over- 
whelm the poor Wretches with terrible 


Ideas of Purgatoze, of which we be- 


lieve 


* 
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lieve not a Word our ſelves, we confound 


their Imaginations by our awful Deſcrip- 
tions, and cheriſh every ſuperſtitious Fear 
we have rais'd : At length our Patients loſe 
all Liberty, Strength, and Capacity of 
Reaſoning ; they take any Impreſſion we 


deſire; then, with wonderful Addreſs 


and Cunning, and with all the Airs of 


Gravity and Concern, we ſell our ghoſt- 
ly Advice and Conſolation to the Dying at 


what price we pleaſe, and if we give them 
any Hope, and pronounce Abſolution, 
they are ſure to pay dear for it. Thus 
by this Craft we get our Wealth. 


fend 

6. Creature-worſhip, Reverence to * 
Virgin, Devotion to dead Saints and dead 
Sinners, a veneration for Images and Re- 
licks ? 

Yes, by this Craft we get our Wealth. 
Such Offerings are brought to our Church- 
es, and the Shrines of our canonized Saints, 
that they exceed the Palaces of Princes 


Bor can any thing be ofiered to de 
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m coſtly Ornaments; The Officers of our 
Churches are maintained like Noblemen 3 
and in many Countries we have engroſs- 
ed almoſt a third Part of the Lands and 
Riches of the Kingdom: - Our Wood: 
den Gods have procur'd us a deal of , 
good Money. | 

O vux Churches and Abbies are a re- 
ſource of boundleſs Wealth on any ex- 
traordinary Occaſion. We are able to 


maintain Spies in all Courts, and to fend 


Emiſſaries into all Countries, and pay 


Armies to ſupport the Hierarchy, 


OLD Girdles, bits of rotten Wood, 
the Legs of an Aſe, and other ſuch pre- 
cious Ware, we can fell at vaſt Rates; our 
Market for theſe holy Trifles run indeed 
higher or lower, as the number of Fooks 
is, who come to buy, but they generally 
go off for ready Money. But 
7. Can the monſtrous Doctrine of Trau- 
ſubſtantiation be defended ? Yes, by this 
Craft we alſo get Wealth. 

T 15s wonderful Trick we have got 
” 0 


of turning Bread into a real human Body, 


(50 


creates in People a prodigious Reverence 


for a Man, who by pronouncing a few 


Words can produce fo extraordinary an 
Etkect. ' 

Wu EN once we have brought People 
to believe this, they will then ſwallow 
every other Doctrine the Prieſts hal 
teach. 

T EIS exceedingly magnifies the Cler- 


oy, who having got Dominion over the 
Underſtandings and Conſciences of the Lai- 


ty, eaſily aſſume an Empire over their 
Purſes. 

WE own it requires an uncommon 
ſtock of Impudence thus to out- face Peoples 
Reaſon and Senſes, their Eye-fight, Feel- 
ing, Taſte, Smell, Hearing; but we have 


carried our Point for ſome Ages, and are 


_— 


reſolv*'d to ſtand by it as long as we can. 


, * 


Note. From the Hoc eft Corpus of the Popiſh Church- 


Juglers, is derived the Hocus Pocus of our Market-Juglers, 
who impoſe upon the Vulgar with more Art, but with 


leſs [mpudence than the Romiſb Prieſts, 
8. * D 
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8. Ax D why are the Laity deprived 
of their Bibles, unleſs a ſpecial Licenſe 
be obtained? And have you Prieſts the 
ſole Authority to interpret Scripture? And 
why muſt Men, in worſhipping God, do 
and fay they know not what, by fay- 
ing their Prayers in Latin? Why Sirs! 
ye know that by this Craft we Have our 
Wealth. 

"Tris is our Fundamental Art; we 
are undone, and our Trade at an End, if 
the Laity read and underſtand the Bible, 
and begin to open their Eyes. 
THE BIBLE is the moſt dangerous 
Book that ever was printed; if it go a- 
broad; all our Craft is in danger; and we 
are in terrible Fear that the Art of Print. 
ing will one Day be our Ruin. 

As to our Claim to iaterpret the Scrip- 
tures for our People, this keeps us Ma- 
ſters of the Faith and Underſtandings of 
the Laity. And Unimtelligible Prayers 


help to keep Men blind; and ſupport 


an Opinion, That it is enough if their 
| & Prieſts 


A 
« © Pricfts pray and underſtand for c them.“ 

If it be asked, 

9. WHY is Celibacy and a Monaſtick- 
Life ſo ſtrictly required and {o much ex- 
alted? The Anſwer is ſtill the ſame. This 
keeps all our Wealth amongſt the Clergy ; 
whereas, by the Prieſts Marriage it wow'd 
be ſcattered amongſt theunhallowed Laity. 

. To, make us amends, we are indulged 


all Liberties with the fair Sex, and yet 


freed from the Expence of Miſtreſs and 
Off. ſpring. Again, 

10. WH x are the Laity denied one 
half of the Sacrament? 

Azſ. To keep all the ati Wines 


for the Prieſts, and to make Aa ſufficient 


| Diſtinction between the Order of Holy- 
Men, and the Common. Herd. 


YET we. have a trick in Proteſtant 


Countries, to cheat People by a Cup of 
Ablution, inſtead of the Cup of Con, e- 


cration. 


11. WHY are Works of Sufereroha. 
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Anſ. To fall the Pope D Coffers a 


the fale of them. 


12. WHY are ſo many Holy-Days in- 
ſtituted and impoſed by your Church? 

To keep the Laity poor, and to indulge 
them in ſenſual Pleaſures, that they may 


not feel the Yoke of the Prieſts, nor, trou- 


ble their Heads with Reading and Re- 
ligious Diſputes, which always turn to 


dur Diſadvantage. 


13. WR x are ſuch a Croud of Cere- 
monies introduced into your Worſnhip? 

Anuſ. WHEN we have robbed and 
cheated our People of their Underſtand- 


ings, Conſciences, Religion, Liberties, 


Wealth; we muſt /ub/?itate ſomething in 
their Room, and we endeavour to amuſe 
and divert them by a Train of Fopperies, 
and Chriſten them WM the Name of De- 


vation. 


Wr paint and adorn our 8 
erect and enrich Altars, and make all our 
worſhip Magnificent and Gaudy, on pur- 


poſe to be a bait to catch the Eyes and 
dazzle 
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People, who are pleas'd with this Pomp; 
and diverted from any Enquiries about 
the Truth of our Worſhip, or the Founda- 
tion of our Claims. 

W dreſs up our Clergy in a very ſo- 
lemn manner, and in peculiar Habits on 
- purpoſe to cover their Ignorance or want 

of Virtue, by an exterior Garb; that our 
Perſons may be reverenced, where no de- 
ference is due to our Parts, Learning, or 
Integrity. Laſtly, 
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the helliſh Plots, Treacheries, Treaſons, 

and Cruelties, of the Church of Rome? 
Auſ. ALL this is for the good of the 
Church. We only practiſe theſe, where 
our Arts fail, and Men begin to deſpiſe 
us and our Trade. 


> Hell into our Service, and are able to con- 
7 Afſecrate the greateſt Villanies and the moſt 
| barbarous Cruelties x. Then the Eſtates 


I Flectere J nequeo Juperas, Acheronta mavebo. Vir. En. 7 
C2 al 
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dazzle the Imaginations of the deluded 


14. WHAT can be ſaid to juſtify all 


Ir Heaven do not favour us, we preſs 
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20 
and Riches of murdered Hereticks, fafl 
to the ſhare of the Prieſts; And by this 


Craft we have our Wealth. 
FRO M the whole, doth it not appear, 


That Pope2? is merely a Human Inven- 


tion, a worldly Engine to greaten and en- | 


rich an Army of Tyrannical, Haughty, 


Luxurious, Idle, TR, Ill-manner'd 
Clergymen? 

THAT it is a Craft, to. get the 
Wealth of the World into the Hands of 
the Prieſts. 

THAT it is a Kingdom wholly of this 
World, ſupported by worldly Laws, world- 
ly Maxims and Policies, wu: Re- 
wards and Terrors. 

THAT all the ſtrength of Popezy lies 
in theſe two Points, 

The BLINDNESS OF THE LarTY, 

The Gains OF THE CrERGY. 

B all their peculiar Doctrines are the 
Prieſts Gainers; They gain Dominion o- 
ver Conſcience, Reverence to their Per- 
ſons, or Wealth into thelp Purſes, ; by ma- 

King 
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king the Laity Fools, Slaves, and Begpars. 


FRO M the whole Account, it appears 


farther, © That Popez? is a Religion 
4 worſe than Deiſm, as it is contradicto- 


ce ry to all the Principles of Reaſon; and 


« utterly inconſiſtent with our Ideas of 
the Perfections of God. Yea, 

4 THAT it is worſe than Atheiſm it 
* ſelf, which can only deprive us of all 
& religious Motives to be Virtuous; where- 
“as Pope p inſpires us with the /?rong- 


“ eft Motives to be Vitions; It fills us 


& with hatred to all Mankind, but thoſe 
of our own Perſuaſion; it tears up e- 
4 very moral Principle, and under a ſo- 
4“ lemn pretence of ſupernatural Charity, 
* deſtroys all Humanity.” 

Bu r as ſurely as there is a God and a 
Providence; as ſurely as the Goſpel 1s true, 
ſo ſurely theſe Crafts -mex will not be al- 


— 


See a farther Deſcription of Popiſh-Crafts.men in the 
P lugh-man's Prayer : And in a Letter from the DeviL to 
the Popiſh Prieſts, to thank em for the Eminent Services 
, had dong Bas In Fox. Vol. 1. p. 521, 655• 
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ways Gainers by their Craft; their Trade 3 


will fail them. 
IT is a dark Providence, FOR the 


Prieſts Reign hath endured ſo long; It 
is a Scene which ſhews the need, and 


proveth the certainty of a future Jack. 


ment. 
FR O M the whole i it appears, how great 
is our Deliverance from theſe ſpiritual 
Tyrants. What a bleſſing was the dif. 
covery of the Powder⸗Plot. What a 
bleſſing King William was. What a bleſ⸗ 
ſing King George, and the preſent Royal 
Family. 

Bu r I expect you are ready to ask the 
Reaſon I fo ſoon quit the Scene at Epheſus, 


and the Story of the Pagan High-Ch--ch 


Mob there, which is ſo much to my Pur- 
poſe ? 

Anſ. Te1s Story is ſo well repreſenfed, em- 
belli{h'd and applied in print, that there is 
ſcarce room for Improvement : However, 
as few of you have perhaps ſeen that Diſ- 


courſe, I ſhall in the ſively Turns of that 
Author, 


„„ 


Author, and in an eaſy and natural Mes 
thod, give you ſuch a View of this curi- 
dus piece of Hiſtory, as will convince 
you, that all High-Ch-—h Prieſts, whe- 
ther at Rome, or elſewhere, are ſpiritual 
Crafts-men, Traders for the wealth and 
honours of this World. 

To enter then upon our curious Sub- 
jet; At ver. 21, you ſee what vaſt and 
noble Deſigns poſſeſſed the generous. Breaſt 
of St. Paul; he aims at ſpreading Light 
over all Europe, and delivering Souls from 
Captivity to the Devil and cheating Prieſts 
in all Countries. 

FRO M Epheſus he is haſtened away 
by a GREAT SrIR raiſed againſt the new 
Goſpel-way of Worſhipping God. v. 23. 

I x God enjoin and direct Men to ever 
ſo clear and good a way to Heaven, yet 
many will reject it, only becauſe it is a 
uc do Way. But ſurely, it is better to go 
in a new way to Heaven, than to keep 
in the old way to Hell. Antiquity, Cuſ- 
toms of Fore-fathers, and Univerſality have 
been 
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been antient Pleas to keep People in Dark- 


neſs and Error. 


LE us further open the Contents of 
this Story in ſome Enquiries. As 

Firſt, Wno rais'd this Conmotion ? - 

Anſ. IT was the Cx arTrs-MEN, with 
one Demetrius at the Head of them. Men 


who manufactured and traded in religi- 


ous Fopperies; ſacred Toy-menN; who 
dealt in Images, Beads, Wafers, Agnus 
Dei, Holy-water and Holy Garments, 
Oc. | | 
TH Es E in Romiſh Churches "anſwer 
the Shrines for Diana in the Pagan 
Church at Epheſus, ver. 24. 

DIANA was a ſhe-Deity, originally the 
Moon, calld by the Pagan Prieſts, the 
Queen of Heaven. Theſe Shrines were 


little Capſula*s, or Caſes, in the form of 
a Temple with the Image of this God- 
deſs in them. 


WHEN ever Gop raiſeth up a num- 


ber of 2 Preachers and holy Livers, 
ſuper- 


(25) 


ſuperſtitious and ſenſual Prieſts will raiſe 


up a GREAT ST1R againſt them. 
CR AFTS-MEN, who get Money by the 
Folly and Ignorance of the People, will 
oppoſe Gov and CuarisrT, and raiſe War 
againſt Heaven, rather than part with 
their Gain. 


THE Godly trade of Ima ge-making muſt | 


be ſupported, whatever become of Re- 
ligion and the Souls of Men., 


Let us ce 


Secondly, What method doth this Crafts- 
man, this High-Ch----h Zealot take to 
oppoſe the new way which Chriſt and St. 
Paul were ſetting up ? 4 

H k Aſſembles all the Maſter-workmen, 
and Tribe of Journeymen, ver. 24, 25. 
He gathers a Mob, ſuppoſe of Hireling- 


Prieſts, Curates, Friars, Monks, and makes 


to them an elegant Harangue, 


D Thus 
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Thus he begins his Sermon. 


Sirs ! Ye know that by this Craft we 
have ew Wealth. Very true; were it 
not for the Craft of cheating the People, 
and fobbing of poor Souls with Shows 


and Geſtures, Bowings, Croſſings and ho- 


ly Sprinklings.----The Trade of worldly 
and knaviſh Prieſts wou'd be at an End- 


Religion and real Holineſs are Matters 


they deal very little in. 
Ir People once throw away Images, 


Relicks, Pope's Pardons, Holy Water, 
Maſſes and C e the Prieſts are 


ruin'd. 


Tovcu but tha wealth of theſe holy 
Men, reform their ſpiritual Courts, and. 


. ſuffer them to get no more Money by 


the Sins of; the People, and they will 


raiſe terrible Out-cries, as if all Religion 
Was at Stake. 


NoTHING 


E 


Norix G. ſo gauls worldly Church- 
men, or ſo kindles their Zeal, as fears of 


loſing their Wealth. They will ſtorm 


like Thunder, ride and write like Furies 
to prevent Reformation. 


LUTHER and CALVIN threw them into 


ſuch a fright, they have ſcarce recovered 
themſelves to this Day. 


This leads us to enquire, 


Thirdly. Who was the Man that durſh 


touch this Craft of theirs, and endeavour 
to bring the People to their Senſes ? 


Anſ. TT was one Pavr, a Proteſtant 


Miniſter, ho proteſted againſt all Church 
Corruptions: A Diſſenting Miniſter, who 


diſſented from the Religion eſtabliſhed | 
at Epheſus; and who had diſturb'd al» 


moſt one half of the World by his Preach- 
ing. ver. 26, | 
Oxx Max, with Truth and Chriſt on 


1 Side, is able to defeat a whole Army, 
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[25] 
a whole Hierarchy of Crafts-men, if he 
be allow'd a fair Hearing. 

Ox Paul, one Luther, one Calvin is an 
over- match for all the Hireling Prieſts in 
the World. 

One poor Monk, in whom the light of 
Goſpel-Truth began to ſhine, ſhakes the 
whole Papal Kingdom, and confounds 
Pope, Cardinals, Biſhops and Priefts, with- 
out any other Aid, but the Truth and 
| OOO of his Cauſe. 


But let us enquire 


Fourthly, WHAT was the great He- 
reſy this Paul preach'd ? 
War, that they be 20 Gods wich are 
made with Hands. ver. 26. 
Wick tp Doctrine indeed! the very 
Hereſy of the Proteſtants; that Poptſh 
Idols are no Gods; That Croſſings, Bow - 
ing to the Altar and to the Eaſt, Holy 
Garments and Holy Days, are a parcel 


of Human Inventions, oo 
WHAT 


=_ 7.7. 

WAA barbarous Murders did the 
Papiſts commit a few Years ago at Thorr 
in Poland, becauſe the Proteſtants burnt 
two or three of their Wooden-Gods ! 
Was St. Paul to riſe from the Dead, 
and preach and live as he did, the Pa- 
piſts wou'd burn him alive as a Here- 
tick, a Man not fit to live. Now 


Fifthly, WH AT is like to be the Con- 
ſequence of ſuch heretical * as 
Paul's was? 

Wu v, this our Craft is in Danger to 
be ſet at nought. ver. 27. Very true; 
when Peoples Eyes are open'd, they will 
give no more Money for Pardons, Maſles, 
Commutations of Pennance, prieſtiy Ab- 
ſolutions. & c. And then Prieſt craft ſigni- 
fies nothing. 
. 5e 1 br of Men, who turn 
their Churches into Toy-ſhops, Show- 
Rooms, and Mute ick-Meeti ugs; and when 
they 
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(92) 
they are laugh'd at, Cry, © They are in 
Danger.” ; | 

IT is no wonder indeed that Churches 
made up of Human Inventions, govern'd 
by ſecular Canons, ſupported by world- 
ly Intereſt and temporal Power, ſhould 
be i» Danger; but the true Church of 
Chriſt, being founded on the Rock of e- 
ternal Truth, can never be in Danger. 
All the Powers of Rome and bell cannot 
prevail againſt her. | 

WHEN ever God's Truth breaks 
forth, and honeſt Men have Liberty to 
preach it; the Divel's and the Pope's 
Kingdom will be in terrible Danger ; 


| then every thing elſe in Divine worſhip 


will be ſet at nought, which bath 1 
ſupport i in God's Word. 

Go ſent the Goſpel of his 1 into 
the World, not to enrich the Clergy, but 
to convert Souls; and to reform the 
World, which is the viſible Deſign of that 
Gadiike Inſtitution. But 

Sixthly, 


. 


(39 


Sixthly, WA Ar was likely to be the 
| farther Conſequence of Paul's preaching 


the ſincere and uncorrupted Goſpel ? 

_ Anſ. The Temple of the great Goddeſs 
Diaxa wor'd be deſpiſed, and her Magni- 
ficence deſtroy d, whom al the World wor- 


ſhipped. ver. 27. 


W HEN Church-mens ſinful Gains are 


in Danger, they cry, The Charch is in 


Danger! And Gain being their only God- 
lineſs, the Chief Idol they Worſhip, it is 
very true, that their Church and Re- 
ligion are in Danger enough, if the Go- 
ſpel be but honeſtly preach'd. 


Bur is it not a wicked Craft, to bring 
down God and Heaven to eſpouſe the 


Cauſe of Unrighteouſneſs and Deceit? 
Yet furious Prieſts will preſs Heaven and 
Earth in defence of their Forgeries and 


| Superſtitions ; nor part with a Tittle, a 
Shrine, or a Ceremony, to fave a Soul. 


THERE 


— > max = 
Law. ary 
2 


= = 
©.» + "ak, 


> 


yo - 
* 


£2 PS 
7 — 


—_* 
— 


£ &" za * wink 
— * » 
* = b 
Je : SIPS: 
LA 5 * ,- 
cou 7, - 2 


— 
— 


r iS 
1 4 3 


N 


8 79 ye Es ER ES Ee 
7 EC n "4 Dp bs "xp ESRD 
' n >> — ET * „ "xo 
- == > FS. © — —— % * — 

U 


C 
e 


„ 2 
* 
3 1 25 


— 
'E 
2 


VFA 


. 


—U—U— — 
1 — 
* 1 
= 
+ ct 
” 7. 


* 
Mel. 
18 
, 
. ? 
15 


6329 
TERRE was certainly ſomething divine 
in Paul and his Doctrine, which put the 
whole Tribe of Pagan Prieſts into ſuch a 


Fright. 
THE Temple of the Lady at "PAR 


and all other Popiſh Toy-ſhops wou'd 


ſoon be deſpiſed, and the Magnificence of 
the Prelates humbled, if the Goſpel and 


Truth had but ſw Play. 


Let us now enquire 
Seventh, Wn a T Effed this Crafts. 
man's Sermon had upon the Auditory? 


They Tere full of Wrath. ver. 28. 
TH E holy Tribe were ſtark- mad. to 


hear that their Trade and their Idol were 


both in Danger. 
Hor Sermons have uſually violent 
Effects upon a blind tand bigotted Aſſem- 
bly; while wiſe and calm Hearers ſee 
the Abſurdities and Weakneſs of the Diſ- 
courſe; and deſpiſe the Paſſion, and per- 

haps the Villany of the Preacher. 
Bur 


F934 


Bur when the Blind lead the Blind, 


the wil/fully blind lead the unfortunately 

Blind ; the iſſue will be endleſs Blindneſs. 
WHAT is the Cry? 

Great is Diana of the Epheſi ans ! 


In Fewiſh Language, The Temple, the 


Temple, the Temple ! 


In Popiſh Language, The Virgin, the 


Virgin, the Virgin! 

In Hgh-Ch--—-b Language, The Kirk, 
the Kirk, the Rirk;—t he Church, the 
| Church, the Church. 

As the Author referr'd to obſerves, 
Such is the Power of Deluſion and falſe 
Zeal, that let but a Prieſt point ata Wind. 
Mill, and Cry, The Charch is falling; 


and his Congregation will venture their 


Brains to ſtop the Sails. 

WMA x a pity — ſhou'd be thus 
ch 
The whole City was in an 7 roar, v. 
29. 


E WHAT 


(34) 


WIA Miſchief is one fiery Prieſt, / 


one paſſionate Sermon able to do! 

T His 1s. not the way of Chriſt and 
Chriſtian Preachers; when Men con- 
tend for God and Truth, they do it calmly, 
as knowing a good Cauſe will ſupport it 
ſelf: But Error, Conſcious of its own 
Weakneſs, flies for ſupport to Rage, Vio- 
lence and Confuſion. 

They ruſh into the Theatre. 

H o w oft do Noiſe and Clamour run 
down ſacred Truth, which loves calmneſs 
and order. For two Hours nothing 1s 
heard, but, Great is DIANA of the Ephe- 
ſlaus. ver 34. Paul, and his Proteſtant 
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6 | diſſenting Brethren cou'd not get in a 
i Word amongſt them. 5 | 
= | BE a Caule ever ſo good, Rage and 
8 aaand Fury, are ill Methods to ſupport it; 


the Wrath of Man never promoteth the 
Righteouſneſs of God. 5 
WRA E, Clamour, Bitterneſs are of 
a quite diving Nature from Reaſoning 
and Goſpel Perſuaſion. Theſe Paſſions 
| only 


© 35 1 


only ſerve che Cauſe of the Enemy who | 
raiſeth them. 


Eighth, and Laſtly, Ho w is this Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Mob diſperſed, and this Tu- 
mult appeasd, which theſe Church Toy- 
makers had raiſed !? 


Anſ. Ir is done by the Prudence and Mo- 


deration of a ſenſible LAY-MAN, the Town- 
Clerk, or Regiſter of the Games, who 


talks to better Purpoſe than the whole 
Convocation of Prieſts. ver. 35. 


H E telleth them, this worſhip was 
eſtabliſhed by Law, and had a Majority 


| on its ſide. ver. 35, 36. And then had it 


been a Moloch, or a May- pole, it wou'd 
have had the knaviſh Prieſts on its ſide, 


and muſt have been worſhipped. And if 
the Prieſts ſay it, the blind People 
will fall down, tho? it be to a Wooden- 
_ Croſs, or a decay'd Stone on the High- 
Way; a worm: eaten Image, or a mouldy 
Wafer. 
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To humour the People, he owns it 


to be the Image that fell down from Ju- 
piter. So the Romiſh. Prieſts ſay, the 


Chappel of the Virgin at Loretto was 


carried by Angels from the Holy-Land 


into Italy). 
ALI the Lumber of the Popiſh Prieſts 


came from Gow; yet they are ſcar'd out 


ef their Wits, if Mex offer to take it 
from them; as if God cou'd not defend 


his own Gifts. 
HE tells them Paul TY not 7205 


their Temples, or Baſpbem'd their God- 


deſs. ver, 37. For knaviſh Tricks and 
foul Language, only hurt the * of 


God and Truth. | 
UR GIN the Conſcience with Argu- 


ment, and moving the Heart by Perſua- 
fion are the weapons of Chriſt's Work- 
men. 

HE tells Demetrius Ky” the Prieſts, 
& That the Court of Common-Pleas was 


open, if * had any Charge againſt 
r 


"F242 
Paul.“ ver. 38. but the Misfortune is, 
the Cauſe of Image- worſhip, and Church · 


fopperies will not bear a fair Trial. 


Jo Conclude, 


Wu x Men, in any Cauſe, avoid 
calm and fair Reaſoning, when they 
grow Angry in defence of their Opini- 


ons, and treat with ill-words and ill- 


manners thoſe who oppoſe them; Let 
them not lie for God, Chriſt and Religion, 
and fay, It was for him; But let the 
Zealots anſwer for that Pride, Revenge, 
Railing, Cruelty, which their own Paſ- 


ſion has produc'd. 


AND let us all join in adniring Praiſe 
to that God who hath ſo oft delivered 
us from the helliſh Fury of the Romiſo 
Prieſts, 


— eee —— — 


( 35 ) 
Prieſts, Men as void of Truth, as they 
are of Charity; Let us acknowledge his 
Goodneſs, who yet delivereth, and live 
in hope that he will fill deliver . 


2 


— * 7 = = = © 4 2 = 
Lis uy E Eby 2 * 
3 — 5 * 2 a oF 


. 
A. - 


* 


N 
1 
- >* 


8 


>. 


4 
S c 
T2 7. . — RJ N 
==. 2 
j 


A 
In a few Weeks will be publiſmd (in , 
Pocket Volume) and Sold by R. Foxp 


at the Angel, and R. HET T, at the 
Bible and Crown both in the * | 


A VIEW of Dark: 
APhiloſophical Sacred Poem. 


With à large Body of Explanatory Notes. 


By the late Rev. Mr. JoHN REvyNoLDs. 


To which is added, a large Account of 
the Authors Life, and ſeveral Poems 
ne ver before 2 | 


e. 8. 


